
 cial giving?

 cial giving is a relationship between a person and 
something they love. When they give, they see their gift as an 

 nite returns in grace and blessings 
upon others.  If you feel this way about Catholic education and 
what it does for our Bismarck community, our Catholic faith 
and the lives of our children, then this campaign is the best 
investment opportunity you will probably see in your lifetime. 

When was the last time you stepped out in faith? We know our 
  

the train in the 1800s, to those faithful men and women who 
built each of our Catholic schools since those frontier days, all 

 orts were 
blessed by God. Indeed, those of us who have been involved 
with this campaign continue to see this on a daily basis. There is 

 ort has been ordained and blessed by God. 

Today, we encourage you to start praying about your faith gift. 
It is a gift that builds your faith because you’ll challenge yourself 
to give more than you believed possible. Your gift will build the 
faith of young people for decades to come. Faith giving steps 
out. Instead of a $500 check for one year, a person may instead 

 ve years?” That 
comes to $5,000 which means a gift of $44 per pay period for 
 ve years. Can you do it? That’s one evening meal out for a family 

of three people every two weeks! We do not mean to pressure 
you with these words. We ask you to prayerfully consider what 
God is calling you to do. 

What is our current enrollment?

Our Catholic schools have grown by more than 25 percent in the 
 ve years. We currently operate at 107 percent of capacity. 

This year, we added six modular classrooms. If we continue to 
grow at only four percent per year for the next three years, we 
will be more than 115 percent of capacity.

This campaign is fundamentally based on a need for more 
room for our students. We never want to turn another family 
who desires a Catholic education for their children away from 
our schools.

Why is the campaign split in phases with 
 erent giving time frames, rather than 

sending everyone a pledge card at the 
same time?

The quick answer is that we want a successful campaign.  
Being methodical in our approach and properly serving each 
person in the pledging process takes time and diligence. 
We have set out a very practical approach to the coming 
6-8 months of communicating with donors and processing 
pledges (see dates inside). We understand this is a large 

 ce for 
each of us. We also realize it is our responsibility at Light of 

 ce through our 
attentiveness and service in each and every gift given and 
every donor relationship. Our pledge is to serve you in this 
process to the utmost of our ability and always seek to be 
good stewards of your trust.  We ask each of you to think of 

 cially 
and if each of us gives to their potential, we will meet our goal. 

Welcome to the My Promise
phase of our capital campaign!

                   n September 10, 2016, more than 2,000 people gathered on the
Dr. Ron and Ruth Knutson ranch to rejoice in the progress of the Light of Christ 
Capital Campaign. At this wonderful celebration culminating with the largest 
 reworks display ever in Bismarck-Mandan, we learned that $15 million of the 

required $46.5 million had been raised.

As of October 25, 2016, we are at $19.2 million pledged! The momentum is 
growing. Our goal is to break ground on the new SMCHS in the fall of 2017 while 
continuing to make renovations to the existing schools. In order to meet this 
deadline, we need to raise at least another $14.8 million by July 2017. The new 

 rst students in the fall of 2019.

This campaign is an opportunity for all of us to be part of something bigger. It is 
larger than anything any one of us could ever do alone. Think about the impact of 
Catholic education in our community, and how your involvement in this campaign 
will literally impact families now and for generations to come.

We need at least 6,000 families giving gifts of ALL sizes to reach our campaign 
goals. Every gift, when given after prayerful consideration, is blessed by God and is 
as necessary and important as the next.

1025 North 2nd Street
Bismarck, North Dakota 58501
LIGHTOFCHRISTSCHOOLS.ORG

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Watch our campaign initiative videos online now 
and register to receive campaign email updates at

keepthepromise.net
All Saints Day 2016

R. Knutson
Photography

$36 Million
New SMCHS Campus

$5 Million
Upgrades to current school facilities

$4 Million
Endowment fund for maintenance of new 
facilities

$1.5 Million
 nal phase expenses

How will the $46.5 million be spent?
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Pray. Discern. Give.

Creating in the new SMCHS Fine Arts CenterPlaying and cheering in the new SMCHS Athletic CenterRemodeling 1025 N 2nd Street

Praising and praying in the new SMCHS ChapelLearning in the new SMCHS Academic CenterRevitalizing elementary classrooms

We need to expand or renovate at all three 
elementary schools to welcome more 
students and their families.

A ovat r
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t c gr ve

Pr year- r

F r g r
t y t r rces

ry/M C t t
r c rov t

c g

The beloved 1025 N 2nd Street building 
will be the home for Academy Students, 
grades 6-8.

terior t o r c t
cy

ted

A r t
r r rov t
r

Students will experience the fullness of a
21st century Catholic education in our 
Academic Center. The new SMCHS will 
embody our mission of encountering Christ, 
pursuing truth and awakening hearts.

ze: T A C t ccommodat t
s.

r revie et
t r P c r

F T C t
teracy ce

T y g g Ma
arts oreig s I

r rc c ter r
c r c ter.

Our athletic programs will continue to stretch, 
challenge, play and develop our students in 
the tradition of SMCHS athletic excellence in 
the SMCHS Athletic Center.

rt Dan Smrekar Field with your gift to the       
St. Mary’s Central High School Athletics Initiative

t cc

I to r
ctic

r
r r tore

c r rooms
r c c er c room

 erentiates us from other 
schools? Our ability to pray and praise 
together in this beautiful new chapel 
will continue to encourage and inspire 
for years to come.

Accommodat

I c ost te
ay c r

k ves

r e
t r

 rst time in our school’s history, we 
will construct an entire wing devoted to a 
vibrant arts program that includes music, 

 ne arts.

rt the William J. Schmidt Memorial 
Auditorium with your gift to the St. Mary’s 
Central High School Fine Arts Initiative

t t

r t r
v

r c r t ce

Y a g t y gi t ves.
W y c recog giv r t r.

If you have discerned that you 
will be able to participate in 
our campaign with a gift of 

$25,000+ over 3-5 years, please 
call 701-354-7062 or email 

pledge@keepthepromise.net.

Starting November 1, 2016 ...................................................................... Pledges of $25,000 and over

Starting February 1, 2017 ............ Pledges of $10,000 - $25,000 (remaining Pledges of $25,000+)

Starting April 1, 2017 ............. Pledges and gifts below $10,000 (remaining Pledges of $10,000+)

View a campaign video for each initiative: 
keepthepromise.net

View a campaign video for each initiative: 
keepthepromise.net

View a campaign video for each initiative: 
keepthepromise.net
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Monthly Payment
(On a 5 year Pledge)Gift Amount

$90,000

 ce. Your participation is an important 
investment in the future of Catholic education.
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We need at least 6,000 families giving gifts of ALL sizes to reach our campaign 
goals. Every gift, when given after prayerful consideration, is blessed by God and is 
as necessary and important as the next.
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$36 Million
New SMCHS Campus

$5 Million
Upgrades to current school facilities

$4 Million
Endowment fund for maintenance of new 
facilities

$1.5 Million
 nal phase expenses

How will the $46.5 million be spent?


